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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

060191 

O 191000Z JUL 76 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5338 

SECRET JIDDA 4994 

EXDIS 

FOR THE SECRETARY AND ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA 

SUBJECT: SAUDI BRIGADES IN SYRIA AND JORDAN 

1 . FAHD HAS JUST SENT US MESSAGE TO EFFECT THAT TWO SAUDI 
BRIGADES ARE BEING WITHDRAWN FROM SYRIAN AND JORDAN IS RESULT 
OF HIS PERSONAL DECISION. IMPORTANT FACTOR IN HIS THINKING, WE 
WERE TOLD, IS FACT THAT CERTAIN ELEMENTS IN UNITED STATES ARE 
CLAIMING THAT THOSE SAUDI UNITS ARE PART OF ARAB CONFRONTATION 
WITH ISRAEL WHICH WAS NOT SAG INTENTION IN STATIONING THEM IN 
THOSE TWO COUNTRIES. FAHD ALSO MADE POINT THAT OVERALL 
PURPOSE OF SUCH ELEMENTS IN U.S. IS TO PROVE THAT ALL MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT ACQUIRED BY SAUDI ARABIA COUNTS IN ISRAELI- ARAB 
EQUATION. 

2. OUR OWN VIEW OF THE WITHDRAWAL IS THAT SAUDI GOVT IS NOT 
HAPPY WITH LOCATION OF UNITS IN SYRIA AND JORDAN AT THIS TIME, 
FOR BOTH MILITARY AND POLITICAL REASONS. ALSO, IF FAHD THINKS 
MAJOR TROUBLE LIES AHEAD, MEANING ANOTHER CONFLICT, HIS 
TENDENCY WOULD BE TO KEEP SAUDI TROOPS AT A DISTANCE. 

3. IT WILL PROBABLY BE OF INTEREST TO YOU, IN GAUGING PACIFIC 
INTENTIONS OF SAG, TO KNOW THAT CHARTERED AIRPLANE WHICH 
ARRIVED HERE COUPLE OF NIGHTS AGO CARRIED NO OTHER CARGO THAN 
TEN THOUSAND BASKETBALLS. 
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4. DEPT PLEASE INFORM SECDEF ON CLOSE-HOLD BASIS. 
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